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Regulation 23: Degrees of Master of Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy 
 
General 
 
1. This Regulation applies to all research degrees as specified in the Academic Framework, including 

collaborative provision. Taught elements of research degrees are governed by the taught regulations. 
Excluded from this regulation are Higher Degrees (see Regulation 25).  
 

2. In accordance with Article 10 of the Charter and in accordance with the Statutes, the University shall: 
 

a) grant and confer academic awards to qualified candidates where the specified standard and 
requirements have been met. 

b) where there is good cause, revoke any awards granted to them by the University. 
 

3. Awards of the Uf
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14. The University shall have the right to withhold or withdraw registration from a PGR who: 
 

a) is in arrears with the payment of tuition fees due to the University or to an affiliated institution; 
or 

b) has temporarily withdrawn from the University and has failed to meet the conditions laid down 
for the resumption of registration; or 

c) has been disciplined under Regulation 2 in so far as the disciplinary action taken by the 
University relates to registration or re-registration; or 

d) has been found guilty of academic or research misconduct; or 
e) has provided materially inaccurate or false, information in support of their application; or 
f) 

https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=regulation-2-(updated-june-2022).pdf&site=76
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Attendance  
 
24. PGRs are required to attend and engage with their research degree as per the Policy Guidance on 

Attendance, Engagement and Absence for Research Students. Subject to local approval, Schools may 
set out additional expectations regarding on-campus attendance and engagement, in which case these 
will be clearly stated in the School’s PGR handbook or equivalent resource.  
 

25. No PGR may engage in any aspect of a research degree, including receiving supervision, unless they are 
registered for that degree. The auditing of taught modules by PGRs – which requires registration on a 
Sussex research degree – is covered by the Policy on Research Degrees.  

 
26. Subject to satisfactory progress (as assessed through Formal Progression Reviews; see the Policy on 

Research Degrees) PGRs are required to be registered continuously for the duration of their 
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35. If the PGR fails to attend their viva without good reason, they have not fulfilled the requirements of 

the award, and have thus failed the degree.  
 
Academic and Research Misconduct 
 
36. PGRs are subject to the University’s Code of Practice for Research, the Procedure for the Investigation 

of Allegations of Misconduct in Research and, where they may be taking taught modules, the Academic 
Misconduct Regulation. 

 
Requirements for an award 
 
37. A PGR shall be required to satisfy the examiners that the criteria for award have been met for the 

degree under consideration, as outlined in the Academic Framework and Policy on Research Degrees. 
 

38. The examiners shall make a recommendation via the Research Degrees Progression and Award Board 
to the Chair of the Postgraduate Researcher Board (PGRB), for approval on behalf of Senate.  

 
39. 
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