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Dangerous Substances & Explosive Atmospheres Policy 
 
1.  OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE 
 
1.1 The purpose of this policy is to ensure a consistent approach to the management of 

dangerous substances and explosive atmospheres across the University. 
 
1.2 This policy also defines the key terms related to the management of dangerous substances 

and explosive atmospheres. 
 
1.3 The policy sets out areas of responsibility relating to the management of dangerous 

substances and explosive atmospheres. 
 
1.4 This policy aims to ensure that: 
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3.3 Principal Investigators / Line Managers / Technical Services Managers 
 

3.3.1 
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3.5.4 Ensure that the specification and procurement of any ATEX rated equipment is 
selected in consultation with the University Health & Safety Team and that 
installation is completed by a CompEX certified contractor. 





 
 

Document Control 
H&S Document no HS P015 Version 1.0 Date Issued 01/02/2024 
Author Mike Young Reviewed By    

 

6. CONTROL MEASURES 
 
6.1 DSEAR requires control measures to be applied in the following order of priority, consistent 

with the risk assessment and appropriate to the nature of the activity or operation. 
 
 6.1.1 Eliminate the dangerous substance. 
 6.1.2 Reduce the quantity of the dangerous substance. 
 6.1.3 Avoid/minimise releases. 
 6.1.4 Control release at source. 
 6.1.5 Prevent the formation of an explosive atmosphere. 

6.1.6 Collect and remove dangerous substances (mists, vapours, dusts and gases) to a safe 
place (e.g. ventilation). 

6.1.7 Avoid/remove ignition sources. 
6.1.8 Avoid adverse operating 
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