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• Projects in which the content of the software is potentially distressing, e.g. a violent 
game, or sensitive, e.g. drug/alcohol use;  

• Projects involving deception or the withholding of information (note that projects for 
which deception or information withholding are key to the research study and can be 
justified are subject to the outcome of ethical review);  

• Projects involving populations considered to be “vulnerable”, for example, children or 
adults with disabilities;  

• Projects in which participants do not give informed consent (for example, data 
collected through social media such as Twitter, or involving covert observation). 
Again, projects in which the lack of informed consent is key to the research study and 
can be justified are subject to the outcome of ethical review.  

 
Note that this list is not exhaustive; if you are unsure please discuss the issue with your 
supervisor and consult the Research Governance Officer <rgoffice@sussex.ac.uk> or the 




